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UNIT 1A ORTHODOX FAITH AND LIFE YEAR 1

Orthodox Faith and Life — Theology, Experience, and Practice (1)
In this Unit the sources and method of
Orthodox Faith and Life — God, Known and Unknown (2) Orthodox theologising will considered
together with some basic approaches to
the knowability of God and the
characterisation of His saving works in
Orthodox Christian thought. Principles of

Orthodox Faith and Life — What is Truth? (3)

Orthodox Faith and Life — The Sources in Tradition (4)

Orthodox Faith and Life — Biblical Canon and Interpretation (5) biblical interpretation will be referenced
from key examples and there will be an

Orthodox Faith and Life — The Human Person (6) introduction to the issue of revelation and
its relationship to truth seeking in the arts

Orthodox Faith and Life — Salvation in the Orthodox Church (7, 8, 9, 10) and in the sciences.

UNIT 1B LITURGICAL THEOLOGY

Liturgical Theology — “Why Liturgical Theology?” (11) Liturgical Theology — Baptism and Chrismation (12)

Following a study of initiation and
Eucharistic sacramental theology this unit
will consider how Orthodox liturgical
celebrations are geared to both the
Cosmos and personal life. This study will
be referenced from biblical data
concerning worship in the old and new
covenants and an introduction to the idea
of humanity as God’s priesthood in

Liturgical Theology — A Liturgical Miscellany - other Services and Prayers (19) creation and a microcosm of the Universe
of which Christ is the paschal renewal.

Liturgical Theology — The Eucharist (13) Liturgical Theology — The Sanctification of Space and Time (14)
Liturgical Theology — The Sanctification of Matter and Life (15)
Liturgical Theology — The Sanctification of Persons and the Veneration of the Saints (16)

Liturgical Theology — Liturgical Space (17) & The Jesus Prayer (18)

Liturgical Theology dHistorical Developments, East and West (20)
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UNIT 1C CHURCH HISTORY (West and East)

Church History — New Testament Background (21)

Church History — Early Christian Centuries (22)

Church History — The Church of the Councils and the Greek-Latin Divide (23, 24)

Church History — Decline and Metamorphosis from the Schism, 1054 to 1453 (25)

Church History — Captivity and Dissent — 1453 to 1650 also, Russia 988 — 1600 (26)

Church History — Reason and Revolution — 1650 to 1800 (27)

Church History — Nationalism and Modernity - 1800 to 1900 (28)

Church History — The Rise of Secular and Atheistic States in a Century of Conflict (1900 — present) (29)

In this unit Church History is considered in
all its theological, social and political
contexts. The history of the western
churches after the Great Schism will be
covered only in so far as this has had an
impact on the Orthodox Church in the
Second Millennium. The history of the
Church in the west in the first Millennium
will be considered in full. There will be a
brief introduction to the Orthodox Church
today in the west.

Church History — Phyletism, the Diaspora and Orthodox Mission, Some Contemporary Issues (1872 — present) (30)

UNIT 2A SCRIPTURE — OLD TESTAMENT

Scripture OT — Ancestors and Patriarchs (31)

Scripture OT — Exodus (32) Covenant (33)

Scripture OT — Kings (35)

Scripture OT — Judah and Assyria (37)

Scripture OT — Restoration, Rebuilding & Reform (39)

Conquest and Judges (34)
Prophecy until the fall of Samaria (36)
The Fall of Jerusalem and Babylonian Exile (38)

Worship, Wisdom and Eschatology (40)

YEAR 2

This unit covers the major themes of the old covenant in
the context of the identity, calling and history of Israel.
Throughout there will be an emphasis not only on the
context of this covenant theology but also on the
Orthodox Christian appropriation of Israel’s expectation of
the Messiah. It will be necessary, therefore, to revisit
some of the principles of biblical interpretation un Unit 1A,
especially typology.
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UNIT 2B SCRIPTURE — NEW TESTAMENT
Scripture NT — The Synoptic Gospels (41, 42, 43)

Scripture NT- The Gospel of St. John (44)

Scripture NT- The Johannine Writings (45)

Scripture NT — The life and theology of St. Paul (46, 47, 48)
Scripture NT — Acts, James and 1 Peter (49)

Scripture NT —Jude, 2 Peter, The New Testament Canon (50)

UNIT 2C TRADITION

Tradition — The Apostolic and Ante-Nicene Fathers (51, 52)
Tradition — Martyrdom and Monasticism (53, 54)

Tradition — The Nicene Era (55)

Tradition — The Ecumenical Councils (after Nicaea) (56)
Tradition — East and West before and after the Schism (57, 58)
Tradition — St. Gregory Palamas and Hesychasm (59)

Tradition — Orthodox Theology in the modern era (60)

In this overview of the New Testament the
tools of biblical criticism will be introduced
and applied to specimen texts. Whilst
recognising that biblical theology is an
ecumenical  discipline  this unit  will
emphasise the distinctively — Orthodox
approach  to  biblical interpretation
introduced in Unit 1A. The patristic
handling of biblical texts will be referenced
throughout this unit.

There is a double focus in this exploration of
Tradition in the Orthodox Church ... the
saint as theologian and the history of
Christian belief manifested in the conciliar
process and the monastic milieu.

In the Church’s timeline the unit also
considers the divergence of eastern and
western Christian thought, particularly
after the Great Schism and how Orthodox
Christianity ~ has  responded to its
dissemination in the west and far east in
the modern era.
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UNIT 3A DOCTRINE

Doctrine — Christology and the Incarnation (61, 62)

Doctrine — The Theotokos (63)

Doctrine — The Trinity and Mystical Theology (64, 65)
Doctrine — Salvation and Deification (66, 67)

Doctrine — The Church and the Communion of Saints (68, 69)

Doctrine — Eschatology (70)

UNIT 3B PASTORAL THEOLOGY

Pastoral Theology — Repentance and Confession (71)

Pastoral Theology — Healing and Deliverance (72)

Pastoral Theology — Pastoral Care (including Bereavement) (73, 74)
Pastoral Theology — Moral theology and Ethical Teaching (75, 76)
Pastoral Theology — Asceticism and Discipleship (77, 78)

Pastoral Theology — Holiness and Spiritual Guidance (79)

Pastoral Theology — Canon Law (80)

YEAR 3

This unit will gather together the
constituent elements from the previous
units on Scripture and Tradition, but also
in the light of the methodology and
parameters of Unit 1A in a consideration
of the dogmatic and mystical theology of
the Orthodox Church. Where this is
appropriate, dffinities and contrasts will
be established between Orthodox and
non-Orthodox Christian traditions.

The intention in this unit is to acquaint the
student with the resources and
parameters of Orthopraxy, (the living out
of Orthodox life). This will also cover
those sacramental ministries not studied
in Unit 1B. “Moral Theology and Ethical
Teaching” will reference both personal
and social issues. Since this section is
often dealt with very differently in other
Christian traditions, contrasting analyses
will be made where appropriate.
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UNIT 3C CHURCH THEOLOGY

Church Theology — Worship and Homiletics (81, 82) In this overview of Orthodox Church life
the course explores the operational
Church Theology — Vocations and Ministries (83) aspects of Orthodoxy today mainly in a
o western context but with reference also to
Church Theology — The 3 fold ministry (84) global  Orthodoxy. The session on
ecumenism will recognise and explore the
Church Theology — Church Architecture and Music (85, 86) different approaches to that within
. . Orthodoxy. The session on evangelisation
Church Theology — Ecclesiology and Ecumenism (87, 88) will include a brief historical assessment of

Church Theology — Evangelisation and Social Witness (89, 90) Orthodox missions down the ages.
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