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HEAVEN AND EARTH  

Christmas Pastoral Letter, Nativity of 2011  

To all our beloved children in the Lord  

The Reverend Clergy and the people of true worship  

In our Antiochian Archdiocese of Europe  

ñOur Saviour hath visited us from on high, from 
the east of easts; wherefore, we who are in 
darkness and shadows have now found the 
truth; for the Lord hath been born of the 
Virgin.ò (Exapostilarion of Nativity). 

This is what the chanter proclaims in the glorious 
day of the Nativity, and this is what we repeat 
with one mouth and one heart. We repeat for a 
banner of peace and salvation to the entire world. 

Each year, we celebrate the Nativity. The Nativity 
is the proclamation of the peace, happiness and 
tranquility which God granted to man in the 
Incarnation, in which we see the Holy Infant 
Jesus in the grotto at Bethlehem. ñDo not be 
afraid, a Saviour is born for you todayò. We 
celebrate the Nativity amidst a world that is in a 
great confusion, of horror and of fear. Where is 
the peace? Where is the righteousness? Where is 
it? éespecially if we look to our countries in the 
Arabic East.        

We have a cry for every human being:- ñYou who 
live in the darkness and shadows, you who 
schedule killing and destruction; you who go 
after your interests neglecting the dignity of 
peoples and their right to live in serenity; you 

His Eminence,      

Metropolitan John  
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who are skillful in making divisions, wars and destruction: listen! Christ 
came as the Bearer of peace to all humanity, He came indeed as Peace and 
Righteousness. Let all leave the hell of their darkness and let all return to 
the Light, to Righteousness. O Man, today there is no place for anything 
except the discourse of joy, peace, love and righteousness. Where are you, 
O Man, in the face of all of this?ò   

In this context the Orthodox Church has been present in the Arabic East 
from the beginning of Christendom. From antiquity Orthodox people 
have had an effective role in the cultural and national resurrection of their 
respective countries. We do not forget this, our effective role, in working 
together to find the best solution to the present crisis and then pressing 
forward on the road of development and of progress. We insist on the 
strong relationship between our Orthodox faithful and their countries by 
means of ecclesial and social collaboration between their parishes in the 
Diaspora and the countries of the Mother Church. 

In the recent circumstances and situations of the Arabic World, we hope 
that Syria, that Arabic struggling State, both in its recent history and its 
glorious past, will recover its internal safety in order to be able, in the 
realisation of desirable reforms, to maintain its effective role in the 
international square which was, and still is, the axis of both its activities 
and its conscience. 

Having in mind all of these things, we highlight the role of the Church in 
its aspect of being the conscience of all the faithful. It (the Church) 
reminds us always of the good things which God Himself desired for all 
humanity. Consequently it reminds us of our need for a general awareness 
within which all its members may work toward developing and 
modernising their societies, instructing culturally their peoples, 
respecting the Declaration of the Human Rights and participating 
effectively in edifying a universal culture in which human dignity occupies 
the highest place that it deserves. 

We pray to the Newly Born Infant to keep in peace the whole World and 
the Arabic East. We pray also that God will keep Syria from all the bad 
forces that try to harm it.  

We repeat, in the period of Christmas, what the Angels in the heavens 
chanted:-  

ñGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
among men ò. 

 

Metropolitan John, Nativity of 2011  
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As we approach the feast of the Nativity 

we should be especially mindful of the 

role of our Lady, the Theotokos and ever 

Virgin Mary, in the Conception and 

Birth of our Lord and God and Saviour 

Jesus Christ. Were it not for her freely 

willed consent Christ would not have 

been incarnate, with all the implications 

that would have had for our salvation.   

In human affairs God usually accom-

plishes His will through the agency of 

human beings, including of course, you 

and I. People who pray and do God's will 

can accomplish great miracles. No 

greater miracle has there been than the 

Incarnation of our God and all that flows 

from that. However, God does not bull-

doze His way into history flattening everything before Him; He waits upon the re-

sponse of the Virgin, He waits upon our response.   

He respects us in this way by not acting contrary to our will when we are part of His 

plan. In this matter He longs that we should freely offer him our lives, our wills and 

our human faculties. When this happens, (God's will being accomplished on Earth as 

in heaven - to quote of course from the Lord's Prayer), then a great transformation 

takes place: heaven comes down to earth and earth is raised to heaven.   

Heaven came down to earth definitively in the birth of Christ and earth was raised to 

heaven in His glorious Ascension. In coming down to earth, the Word-made-flesh 

gave us the possibility of a new birth by the Holy Spirit in baptism. When earth was 

raised to heaven in the Ascension, God gave us the possibility of salvation through 

our ascent with and in Him to deification. So, the Perfect Word came down to earth 

and freely embraced our mortality, occasioned by our sin, in order that, by His resur-

rection, death itself might be destroyed and we might be free to rise again with Him.   

This dual movement of heaven to earth and earth to heaven cannot confer upon us 

any benefit at all unless and until we get serious about seeking God's will and doing it 

here on earth. The first step is repentance, a reorientation of our lives toward God in 

order that we might be forgiven and restored to fellowship with Him. We can then 

become by His grace and calling enlisted in His service as His friends, ready to do His 

will.   

From the Dean : òOn Earth as in Heavenó 
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Troparion for Christmas  

"Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,  

Has shown to the world the light of wisdom.  

For by it those who worshipped the stars,  

Were taught by a star to adore Thee,  

The Sun of Righteousness.  

 And to know Thee the Orient from on high,  

O Lord, Glory to Thee!ò 

Repentance, reconciliation and rededication; those are the three Rôs that make for 

an effective Christian life. Let us then celebrate the feast of the Nativity with the 

Mother of God and all the saints whose only purpose in life was to seek God's will 

and lovingly to do it. He is the Lover of mankind, we are His beloved and our love 

must be poured out without reserve or constraint, both on earth as in heaven. 

                                                        Fr. Gregory Hallam  

http://fatherstephen.wordpress.com/2006/12/24/christ-is-born-glorify-him/

