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DEANERY DIARY 

Date  Event  Place  Contact  

Saturday  

28th June  

Youth Pic-nic Day Louth, Lincolnshire  Fr. Michael 

01507 358487 

Saturday 

16th August  

Pilgrimage to the shrine 

of St. Bertram, Ilam  

Ilam, Derbyshire  Fr. Samuel 

01782 351044 

Parishes are requested to contribute to this diary and update frequently the contents.  

ANNUAL SUMMER CONFERENCE 2008 

Ushaw College, Durham, Friday 11th July - Sunday 13th July 2008  

"Living the Liturgy ï Public Worship, Private Prayer, and Daily Life"  

Friday 11th July 2008, 8.00 pm  
1st Keynote Address: Living the Liturgy - Public Worship  

Bishop Basil of Amphipolis  
 

Saturday 12th July 2008 
9.30 am    2nd Keynote Address:  Living the Liturgy - Daily Life  
Columba Bruce Clark  (Religion Correspondent, The Economist) 

 
Sunday 13th July 2008 

11.15 am   3rd Keynote Address 
Living the Liturgy - Private Prayer 

Mother Sarah   (Convent of  St. John of Kronstadt, Bath)   

 

PILGRIMAGE TO LINDISFARNE 
 

Sunday 13th to Monday 14th July 2008 from Ushaw College  
Pilgrimage to include Molieben served by Archimandrite Kyril Jen ner  

 

VARIOUS CAMPS (JULY & AUGUST) 
See Fellowship Web Site:  http://www.ofsjb.org/future.htm  

ORTHODOX FELLOWSHIP OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

For details of the Deanery parishes, contributions to Cornerstone and extra copies of this 

magazine, please contact the Editor:- 

Revd. Fr. Gregory Hallam, 29 Willis Road, Stockport, Cheshire  SK3 8HQ 

Tel: 0161 476 4847  Mobile: 07780 970884  Email: orthodox@clara.net 

Deanery Web Site: http://www.antiochian -orthodox.co.uk 

Publication: September, December, March, June.  Contributions by 15th of the previous month. 
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The Antiochian Orthodox Deanery 
of the United Kingdom and Ireland 

Cornerstone 

Number 64 Á Summer 2008 

Recently I had the good fortune to travel to 
Belgium to attend a gathering for Orthodox youth 
(youth  usually referring to people between the 
ages of 18-35!) put together by NEPSIS,* an 
association for young Orthodox Christians 
organized by the Romanian Archdiocese.  

The purpose of the event was manifold, but the 
main goal was to provide a place where young 
Orthodox people could meet, pray and gather 
insight on issues that relate to this often confusing 
period of early adulthood where things such as 
studies, careers, love, marriage, romance, single-
hood etc. often present themselves as challenges 
to our walk with Christ.  

ñChrist says that we should love our neighbours 
as ourselves. These days we are unable to fulfil 
this because we have forgotten how to love 
ourselvesò .... 

... so noted Fr. Necula on how our perception of 
love has been distorted in these modern times, a 
common theme to reoccur throughout the 
conference.  

Nepsis  -  Watchfulness 

James Marcelo from the parish of St. Aidan, 

Manchester reflects on his recent trip to Belgium for 

an Orthodox youth event.  

Inside 

Competition: page 2 

Deanery Conference 

Report: page 3 

ñWanted ð Saints!ò page 4 

ñTouching Heavenò page 5 

ñA View from Marsò page 6 

Deanery News page 7 

Deanery Diary page 8 

OFSJB Diary page 9 
* NEPSIS is the kind of sober-minded vigilance that characterises the ascetic life of 

the Fathers. It is usually translated as watchfulness.  (Metropolitan Hierotheos)  
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Continuing this line of thought, Fr. Patriciu gave 
an impassioned plea for the youth of today to 
avoid the trap of placing material goods before 
friends, family and God.  

ñOur degrees can be useless!  

We kill our children with our careers! ò  

These invaluable teaching sessions were 
accompanied by services as well as social outings 
that gave us all the chance to have fun as we 
toured down-town Brussels, historical Brugge and 
the beautiful countryside of Flanders.  

Although there is never enough that can be said 
about living the Christian single life, events such 
as these offer focus and inspiration by reminding 
us that there are friends whom we haven't met 
who are travelling the same path.  

I strongly recommend any Orthodox Christian 
who feels young at heart to get involved with such 
gatherings. The best place to start would be 
Orthodox Christian Youth UK:  

http://orthodox.youth.uk.googlepages.com/home   

and Syndesmos: 

http://www.syndesmos.org/   

James Marcelo  

NEW TITLE! 
NEW FACE! 
NEW CONTENT! 

Fr. Michael Harper has 

now handed over the 

production of this 

magazine to a new 

editor, Fr. Gregory 

Hallam.  The title has 

changed to reflect a 

new emphasis on 

topical interest.  Thank 

you Fr. Michael for all 

your hard work! (Ed.)  

COMPETITION 
Prize:   We will pay £20 towards any purchase(s) made by the winner  

  from ñOrthodox Christian Books Ltd.ò  Orders from ... 

  http://www.orthodoxbooks.co.uk ... or ... 01782 444561  

Question:  What is the connection between the resurrection of Christ and  

  Mars exploration in 2008? (For a clue see the article on page 6) 

Entries:  In writing or by email to the editor by 31st August please.  His  

  contact details are on the back page.  The winner will be drawn  

  at random from all the correct entries on 1st September. 

  Please provide your full address and telephone number. 
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Glory, or the Angel of the 
Lord of Old and New 
Testament revelation is 
the image of God.  Man 
was created according to 
the image of God, which 
means that his destiny is 
to become like Christ 
who is the Incarnate 
Image of God.  Thus the 
possibility of intelligent 
beings on another planet 
being images of God as 
men on earth are 
supposed to be is not 
even a valid question 
from an Orthodox point 
of view. 
 
Finally one could point 
out that the Orthodox 
Fathers rejected the 
Platonic belief in 
immutable archetypes of 
which this world of 
change is a poor copy.  
This universe and the 
forms in it are unique 
and change is of the very 
essence of creation and 
not a product of the fall.  
F u r t h e r m o r e  t h e 
categories of change, 
motion and history 
belong to the eternal 
dimensions of salvation-
history and are not to be 
discarded in some kind 
of eternal bliss.  Thus the 
existence of intelligent 
life on another planet 
behind or way ahead of 
us in intellectual and 
spiritual attainment will 
change little in the 
traditional beliefs of 
Orthodox Christianity.  

ORDINATIONS 

 

 

 

On Sunday 27th January in the Church of St. Botolph, 

London, Michael Alexander  to the diaconate to 

serve in the parish of St Constantine the Great in York 

and Fr. Deacon David Lonergan  to the priesthood 

to serve in the parish of Holy Trinity, Dublin.  

On Sunday 11th May in the Church of St. Botolph, 

London, Romanos Murphy  tonsured as a Reader,  

David Ford  to the diaconate to serve in the parish of 

St Constantine the Great in York, taking the name 

Peter and Father Deacon Alexander Tefft  to the 

priesthood to serve as the Deanôs Assistant at St 

Botolphôs, London. 

His Excellency Metropolitan Kallistos of 

Diokleia  conducted these services on behalf of His 

Beatitude Patriarch Ignatios IV  and all the East 

who exercises episcopal care in the Diocese until such 

time as a new bishop is appointed. 

 

MEMORY ETERNAL! 

 

 

 

 

Revd. Fr. Deacon John -Mark Titterington on 8th 

December 2007 in the peace of Christ at St. Anneôs 

Hospice, Heald Green, Cheshire, latterly deacon in the 

parish of St. Aidan, Manchester. 

Excerpted from:  

"All Planets the Sameò 

Fr.  John Romanides  

DEANERY NEWS 

http://orthodox.youth.uk.googlepages.com/home
http://www.syndesmos.org/
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Since the very first 
centuries of Christianity, 
theologians of the Greek 
tradition did not believe, 
as did the Latins, that 
humanity was created in 
a state of perfection from 
which it fell.  Rather the 
O r t h o d o x  a l w a y s 
believed that man was 
created imperfect, or at a 
low level of perfection, 
with the destiny of 
evolving to higher levels 
of perfection.  The fall of 
each man, therefore, 
entails a failure to reach 
perfection, rather than 
any collective fall from 
perfection.  Also spiritual 
evolution does not end in 
a static beatific vision. It 
is a never ending process 
which will go on even 
into eternity.  Also, 
Orthodox Christianity, 
like Judaism, never knew 
the Latin and Protestant 
doctrine of original sin as 
an inherited Adamic 
gu i l t  pu t t i ng  a l l 
humanity under a divine 

A VIEW FROM MARS 
wrath which was 
supposedly satisfied by 
the death of Christ.  Thus 
the solidarity of the 
human race in Adamic 
guilt and the need for 
satisfaction of divine 
justice in order to avoid 
hell are unknown in the 
Greek Fathers.  This 
m e a n s  t h a t  t h e 
interdependence and 
solidarity of creation and 
its need for redemption 
and perfection are seen 
in a different light.  
 
The Orthodox believe 
that all creation is 
destined to share in the 
glory of God. Both 
damned and glorified 
will be saved. In other 
words both will have 
vision of God in his 
uncreated glory, with the 
difference that for the 
un jus t  th is same 
uncreated glory of God 
will be the eternal fires of 
hell.  God is light for 
those who learn to love 
Him and a consuming 
fire for those who will 
not. God has no positive 
intent to punish.  For 
those not properly 
prepared, to see God is a 
cleansing experience, but 
one which does not move 
eternally toward higher 
reaches of perfection.  In 
contrast, hell is a static 
state of perfection 
somewhat similar to 
Platonic bliss. 
 

In view of this the 
Orthodox never saw in 
the Bible any three story 
universe with a hell of 
created fire underneath 
the earth and a heaven 
beyond the stars.  For the 
Orthodox discovery of 
intelligent life on another 
planet would raise the 
question of how far 
advanced these beings 
are in their love and 
preparation for divine 
glory. 
 
As on this planet, so on 
any other, the fact that 
one may have not as yet 
learned about the Lord of 
Glory of the Old and New 
Testament, does not 
mean that he is 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y 
condemned to hell, just 
as one who believes in 
C h r i s t  i s  n o t 
automatically destined to 
be involved in the eternal 
m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d 
perfection.  It is also 
important to bear in 
mind that the Greek 
Fathers of the Church 
maintain that the soul of 
man is part of material 
creation, although a high 
form of it, and by nature 
mortal.  Only God is 
purely immaterial.  
 
Life beyond death is not 
due to the nature of man 
but to the will of God. 
Thus man is not strictly 
speaking the image of 
God. Only the Lord of 

The Phoenix Lander 

looks out on Mars  
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Whirlow 2008 Deanery Conference 

The Deanery meets 

every year.  In 2008 the 

clergy and the people 

gathered again at 

Whirlow Grange near 

Sheffield for three days 

worship, discussion and 

planning.  Fr. Jacques 

Khalil was our teacher.  

Archimandrite Jacques  

WHIRLOW 2008 turned out to be the best 

Conference the Deanery has had in recent years.  The 

talks from Archimandrite Jacques were superb, both 

erudite and spiritually deep.  They set the tone for the 

theme: �³�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���3�D�U�L�V�K���´ 

A good example of this process at work concerned the 

various biblical notions of ñpriesthood.ò  In other 

Christian traditions this had too often degenerated 

into a managerial model of the clergy organising and 

promoting various ministries without a clear 

understanding of what a ñpriestò actually was and how 

the kingly priesthood of the believers stood in relation 

to the universal call to holiness. 

The Conference ended with two plenary sessions.  The 

first considered initiatives in hand to deepen our 

spiritual life in the Deanery and resources to be 

developed to further the mission.  The second drew 

together our thinking and praying about what kind of 

Episcopal leadership we should like in a new bishop.  

We were agreed that first and foremost he should have 

a heart for mission.  (Ed.) 

Web Resources 

Audio transcripts of the talks and discussions may be found on the Orthodox 

Library web site at: - http://www.orthodoxlibrary.co.uk  

Pray for the Holy 

Synod of Antioch 

as it prepares to 

gather to appoint 

our new bishop!  

[ 


