Announcements (cont.)

The Institute for Orthodox Christian Studies (I0CS) is a school for undergraduate

and postgraduate studies in Orthodox Theology in Cambridge, UK . I0CS offers BA
Hons for students who can come and participate at weekend courses in Cambridge and a Certifi-
cate in Orthodox Studies via distance learning for all those students who cannot travel. At the
postgraduate level, MA in Pastoral Theology is offered to those students who can study at Cam-
bridge. If you are a second generation Greek, Cypriot, or Russian (or a Romanian, a Serb, or a
Bulgarian or from the Middle East, Asia, Americas or Africa), and you are trying to find more
about your Orthodox roots then the I0CS is a wonderful place to study, make new friends, and
learn more on how to become an Orthodox! If you are British and would like to know more about
an ancient Christian faith that helped shape today's Britain then IOCS courses are for you. Our
courses for this year 2009-2010 have already started, but new students are always welcome.

For more information about the Distance Learning programme send an e-mail to:
ca356@cam.ac.uk. For all other enquiries please contact our offices at Cambridge: IOCS, Wesley
House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge, CB5 8BJ, United Kingdom, Tel: +44 (0)1223 741037,
Fax: +44 (0)1223 741370; generic enquiries via email: info@iocs.cam.ac.uk.

For more information about us, please visit: http://www.iocs.cam.ac.uk/
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The Orthodox Fellowship of St. John The Baptist

announces the following Conference :

MOTHERS AND FATHERS IN GOD :
SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE IN THE ORTHODOX CHURCH
30 July 7 1 August 2010, The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire, UK

Speakers : Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia, Mother Joanna Burton, Father John Hookway,
Sister Magdalen (Tolleshunt Knights), Archimandrite Jack Khalil

Principal Celebrant at the Holy Liturgy : Metropolitan John of Western and Central Europe

The programme looks, in a pan-Orthodox spirit, at the role of Spiritual Guidance in the
Orthodox Church and in our own personal faith life. What can we learn from the Mothers and
Fathers in God? Who and where are the Mothers and Fathers in God today, and how can we
draw on their wisdom?

For a copy of the draft programme, and an application form, visit http ://www.ofsjb.org / or con-
tact  Sibylle Batten, OFSJB Conference Organiser, 11 Paxton Court, Sheffield, S14 1RH, UK
(sibylle.batten@gmail.com) for printed copies or further information.
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THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH

A Paschal Message From His Eminence Metropolitan John

To all the beloved people of our diocese, protected by
the grace of God

fiToday i s the day of
radiant, O ye peoples. For Pascha is the Lord's
Pascha. For Christ our God has brought us from
death to life, and from earth unto Heaven, and
we sing the triumphal

It is a Paschal message which Christians have
proclaimed to one another from ancient times. A
speech foreign to the language of the world in which we
live. Resurrection, death, life, Heaven and earth!
Improbable words and strange expressions!

Yes, the Resurrection: t he
rose, and hell was vanquished! Christ rose, and death
was banished! Christ rose, and the devil was defeated!

It is a sincere call to mankind to live joyfully, to be filled
with exultation, to acquire peace, and for his heart to
pulsate with the true meaning of his being and life.

Pascha is a message which presents to mankind
questions which touch upon the core of his being: joy,
sadness, death, life, Heaven... matters which have
preoccupied human beings from times of old, causing
them to seek the truth, and answers to the many
questions in their lives.

Pascha is the authentic response, simultaneously, to
these enquiries and questionings. God did not create
mankind for death and destruction! Thus, after

mankind knew sin and then death, Christ returned and

showed mankind the true path, so that it was called
upon to be a child of light and life.

Christians know that Pascha brings Heaven down to
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earth and raises earth up to Heaven, understanding this truth in their hearts, so that

they respond to the greeting AChri st is r
know well that Christds Resurrection is th
mankind a new path and illuminates its senses, thoughts, feelings and entire being.

Finally, | greet you with the Paschal greeting:

sen in

AChri st is risen, He i s ri

| pray that you shall have the blessing of the Resurrection and the peace of Christ Who
has risen from the dead.

Pascha 2010
John A

Archbishop of Western and Central Europe

Members One of Another
- From the Dean -

The holy apostle St Paul wrote in his first letter to the church at Corinth: 'Now you are
the body of Christ and individually members of it." (1 Corinthians 12:27) This verse
is all that we need for divine inspiration in order to move us toward solving our ad-
ministrative disunity in those countries where there is overlapping episcopal jurisdic-
tion, (care of bishops).

There is much misunderstanding, even in the Orthodox Church amongst many peo-

ple, concerning this troublesome word: ' jurisdiction '. It does not mean a different

church. There is only one church, the Orthodox Church. Jurisdiction simply refers to

the oversight of a particular bishop. Usually this means the local diocesan bishop but
occasionally the Synod of Bishops may decide that another bishop should have juris-

diction over a particular community or group of communities. The technical word for

this relationship is O6stavropegico. It is
son within one particular local church. This is the only kind of overlapping jurisdic-

tion that is permissible within the Orthodox Church. The canons strictly provide for

'one bishop in one city'.

This canonical norm is not of course what we see when we look around at the Ortho-

dox Church today in countries outside their historic homelands. (I will not use the

word fAdiaspora. o | am an English Orthodox
where). | will not address the historical reasons why we have come to this sorry state

of affairs. My only concern here is to suggest certain practical measures that, under

our bishops, we could all easily undertake in order to begin to dismantle our jurisdic-

tional disunity and return to the requirement of one local church in any given area.

1. The inter-Orthodox Consultation at Chambesy in June 2009 agreed that local
bishops having overlapping jurisdictions should meet regularly to coordinate Church

2

C

A The Weddi
Fr. Jonathan Hemmings

-a tribute to Archpriest Fr. Michael Harper -

ng Banque

and His disciple
(John2: 2)

ONow both Jesus
to the wedding. o

In South Cambridge Newnham terraces, a place of late Victorian Mews
Where once the Deans of Cambridge held romantic rendezvous;
There is a greater love in West View, which is from the east and old
That issues forth from Cana where living streams bear gold.
Where once the Saviour graced a marriage and turned water into wine
His disciples now shelter others in the branches of His Vine.

Here dwells a confluence of Christian souls of hearts and constant minds

Since fALove is not |l ove which al't

Such living streams of wisdom meander to a calm Bethesda pool

fiLove never ends, 0o it is eternal

fiLove bears all things, believes al

Transcending any human love and on wings of eagles brings
The indwelling of the Holy Guest with an invitation to the poor
the weddi

To gl i mpse ng feast of the Fa

Announcements

IONA RETREATS
between 31st March and 28th April

lona is a beautiful, tranquil, sacred place "where the veil between heavenand earth grows very
thin". From this tiny Hebridean isle St. Columba evangelized Scotland. Forcenturies, until de-
stroyed by Vikings, lona was a great pilgrimage centre. Recently it has become so again!

Now lona Orthodox Retreats (Patron, Archbishop [
Gregorios; Chairman, Metropolitan Kallistos) offers Ortho-
dox and friends opportunity to make an individual retreat or
pilgrimage at low cost in a completely Orthodox setting at
Clachanach with full Orthodox services, between 31st]
March and 28th April, 2010. For more information visit :
http://www.iona_-orthodox -retreats.org.uk/  or  contact [
Reader Ignatios Bacon onaorthodox@googlemail.com)
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A Romanian -British bridge of Orthodox Brotherhood

AFinally, al |l afmonyo with one anetieer; bersympathetic,

|l ove as brothers, be compassionate ar
Il n March 2002, when | was a History and Reli
Viteazul o, Pl oi exkti, | had the blessed oppor

from Lancaster. Our college, together with Lancaster Royal Grammar School and other
European colleges, participated in a Comenius European Scholar Project called
ATransnational Learning Networko.

From that moment our relation became more than a friendly one; it became even an Or-
thodox family relation because in 2004 Fr. J

From 2002 until the present moment our brotherhood has been extended and developed

through mutual visits and even in the beginning of an international Romanian -British
youth summer camp in Pisculexkti. We concel eb
of the famous Romanian spiritual fathers,
Fr. Teofil Pardianu and we were able to
meet and talk personally with Fr. loani-
chi e Bl an. Ti me wi
remember that sometime we were with
one foot in Heaven, in the presence of
these blessed men. This is not out of the
sense of nostalgia, this was a piece of eter:
nity. We were able to visit many of the
important Romanian Orthodox Monaster-
ies like Sihtstria, Put na, Voronez, Secu, N €
de Olt, Rohia, Prislop. But what really is a miracle is the fact that we discovered our com-

mon ancestry and heritage in the Orthodox Church. It was a great discovery to learn of

saints like Bede the Venerable, Saint Chad or Saint David of Wales, that they too are Or-

thodox Saints. Even the iconography reveals unbelievable connotations in the European
Orthodox -Christian relations between Britain and Walachia (as a principality) when both

were under the sphere of Byzantine influence before the Great Schism. It is amazing to

find that historical link between the first Duke of Lancaster, John of Gaunt (King Henry

the 1Vds father) was allied with VIaddés gre
Elder.

| will always miss Lancaster, my beloved adoptive British historical town. | have discov-
ered that the Celts have a magnificent word for a Romanian word that probably can not
be translated. Only the Celts are closer to the true sense of the Romanian word dor
which means missing of the native home. This is expressed in the Celtic language by the
word hiareth. May God bless and make fruitful our brotherhood in Christ because this
brotherhood is the cornerstone of our Orthodox faith.

Fr. Bogdan -Costin Georgescu
(Parish Priest of the Church of the Dormition of the Mother of God, Pisculesti, Prohava District, Romania )
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life. This is excellent, but not enough. As a priest | long to see the day when all local
canonical Orthodox clergy will be required to meet in a similar fashion, regularly and
prayerfully, to discern how all local participating communities they work together as
members of the one body of Christ and, therefore, members of one another. Such
clergy chapters must not become simply clergy fellowships, (although that in itself
would be a huge leap forward!) but rather one of the ways in which their Orthodox
communities are drawn closer together.

2. Orthodox parishes do not of course have to seek a blessing to get to know each
other better! It is incumbent on every Christian to love his or her brothers and sisters
in the household of faith. We need to seize every opportunity that God gives us and
that we create according to his grace to develop these links, and indeed to share in
common activities and support one another in our mission. Of course communities
will do this with their priests and priest with their communities; both coordinating
activities with their respective bishops.

Communication is the key; mutual love in Christ is the driving force. If we do not
share our vision, talk about the progress that has been made and celebrate it, we shall
not move forward towards our common desired goal. This edition of Cornerstone
relates a number of examples of Orthodox working together that hopefully may in-
spire us.

Patience is a Christian virtue. However, impatience can also be godly. We do well to
be impatient with fearful isolation, Christian identity built upon anything else other
than our life in Christ, competition between communities, ethnic exclusivity and faint
heartedness when it comes to love. Shortly we shall move through Great Lent to Holy
Pascha. Perhaps this can be a time when we embrace change in the Church through
personal transformation; a time when we all relearn to be Orthodox, but this time
together and nonembarpaione gnothem deed, 6

Fr. Gregory

Revd. Fr. Gregory Hallam
29 Willis Road, Stockport, Cheshire SK3 8HQ
Tel: 0161 476 4847 Mobile: 07780 970884
Email: orthodox@clara.net
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ConnecAions

Visiting the Sihastria Monastery (Romania)

Two years ago | was taken to Romania and introduced to Sihastria Monastery. This

year | was taken again and left for four days at the monastery. Fr. Cosma looked after
me and we concelebrated, on my last day, in the cemetery chapel at 5am. As | walked
to the chapel in the pitch darkness, turning a corner | was suddenly able to see all the

graves of the monks, each one with a lighted lamp, awaiting the Resurrection.

I had spent time in quiet prayer, attended all the services and visited the cell of Elder
Cleopas of blessed memory. | have never met the great elder, but felt very close to him
through his wisdom which has been passed on to us.

It was not possible always to have an English interpreter, but the love, kindness, gen-
erosity and care was enough to bind us together and remind us of our family ties.

| was taken to visit other monasteries one day and spent another evening visiting the
Sihla Skete, built around the ascetic labours of St. Teodora, but this merits a whole
report of its own.

Fr. Samuel

Photos from the Sihastria Monastery

The | ast photo is from Father Jonathanés p

middle Elder loanike Balan (of blessed memory) and on the left Father Bogdan-Costin
Georgescu outside the former cell of Elder Cleopa

fiOh, what great happiness and bliss,
what exaltation it is to address oneself to the Eternal Father.
Always, without fail,
value this joy which has been accorded to you
by God's infinite grace
and do not forget it during your prayers;
*RG WKH DQJHOV DQG *RG V K

St. John of Kronstadt
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